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May 2021 

Dear Westford residents, 

On Sunday, May 30th, we will be honoring our service men and women who made the  
ultimate sacrifice for our country. Please join us at noon on the Westford Town  
Common, or remotely on WestfordCAT live stream, for a remembrance ceremony including 
speakers, as there will be no parade this year. In the event inclement weather ceremonies 
will be held in the Old Center Fire Station at  51 Main Street.  
 

Our Annual Town Meeting is less than a month away and will be held at 9:00 AM on  
Saturday, June 12th (continuing to Sunday, June 13th as a rain date or if needed), outside 
on the turf field at the Westford Academy Trustees Field, 30 Patten Road. We encourage 
all attendees to arrive by 8:30 AM to allow time for check-in.  Due to the COVID-19  
pandemic, the town is taking precautionary measures to reduce the spread of the virus. All 
residents should wear face coverings. Seating will be spaced to allow social distancing. We 
highly recommend bringing water, sunscreen, and a hat or umbrella to provide shade from 
the sun. This year, we will break at approximately noon for lunch and we hope to be hosting 
a variety of food trucks for lunch break! We ask all residents ordering from the food trucks 
to comply with social distancing guidelines and return to their seats before removing their 
mask to eat. The meeting will resume at 1:15 PM. The following is a summary of the  
23 articles to be voted on. The full text of the Warrant and Motions, along with a plan of the 
field are available online at the following link: 2021 Annual Town Meeting. 
 

Article 1 accepts the 2020 Annual Town Reports. 
 

Article 2 appropriates $144,202 from Free Cash to supplement the Snow & Ice budget. 
 

Article 3 appropriates $102,000 from Free Cash for the purpose of providing funds to  
address issues regarding perchlorate DEP requirements. 
 

Article 4 considers the following Fiscal Year 2021 capital appropriations: 

¶ Appropriates $1,062,594 in Free Cash for the following capital projects: 

 
 

DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 

Technology $35,500 Town computer replacements 

Technology $208,558 School computer replacements 

Technology $200,000 
Town-wide VOIP phone system replacement, including costs incidental 

and related thereto 

Technology $250,000 Network upgrades 

Town Clerk $36,600 Electronic vote tabulators, including costs incidental and related thereto 

Public Buildings $50,000 
Town and School Safety Task Force (TSSTF) recommended safety  
upgrades 

Fire Department $17,436 Transmitter, including costs incidental and related thereto 

Schools $14,500 
Fire alarm panel replacement at Westford Academy, including costs  

incidental and related thereto 

Schools $70,000 Student information system, including costs incidental and related thereto 

Schools $35,000 
Compressor replacement at Westford Academy, including costs incidental 
and related thereto 

Schools $35,000 
Public address system at the Norman E. Day schools, including costs  
incidental and related thereto 

Schools $50,000 
Heat pump replacement at the Norman E. Day schools, including costs 

incidental and related thereto 
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¶ Appropriates $46,263.48 in Free Cash and reauthorizes and transfers $123,736.52 from the Main Street  
Reconstruction capital project appropriation which received Annual Town Meeting Vote by Article 7, April 2, 2016 to 
provide for the following capital request: 

 

¶ Appropriates $45,000 from the Water Enterprise Retained Earnings to purchase a vehicle and equipment, 

¶ Appropriates $389,000 from the Ambulance Enterprise Retained Earnings to purchase an ambulance and  
equipment, 

¶ Appropriates $777,423 to purchase and equip a fire truck and would authorize the town to borrow the funding  
required for this purchase (2/3 majority vote), 

¶ Appropriates $500,000 for the design, engineering, and construction costs for the replacement of the Pond Brook 
culvert on Old Lowell Road approximately 250 feet south of South Chelmsford Road, and the Blue Brook Culvert 
located on Groton Road, approximately 100 feet east of Flushing Pond Road and would authorize the town to  
borrow the funding required for this project (2/3 majority vote), 

¶ Appropriates $40,000 in Free Cash to transfer said amount to the Capital Stabilization Fund. 
 
Article 5 appropriates $157,000 from the Sale of Cemetery Lots Receipts Reserved for the care, improvements and 
embellishments, or the enlargement of the Pine Grove Cemetery and appropriates $128,000 for improvements and 
embellishments, or the enlargement of the Pine Grove Cemetery and would authorize the town to borrow the funding 
required for this project (2/3 majority vote). 
 
Article 6 appropriates $1,212,504 from available Community Preservation fund balances for the following purposes: 

 
and authorizes the town to appropriate the sum of $2,000,000 from the Community Preservation fund for the planning, 
design, development, and construction of a 35-unit mixed income senior residential affordable housing project located 
at 35 Town Farm Road. 
 
Article 7 amends the Wage and Classification Plan to adjust the Highway Superintendent Pay Band from Band 7 to 
Band 6. 
 
Article 8 establishes the annual limitations on expenditures from all town and school revolving accounts. 
 
Article 9 establishes the Fiscal Year 2022 operating budget in the amount of $122,823,671. 
 
Article 10 considers the following Fiscal Year 2022 capital appropriation: 

 
 

DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 

Wastewater Management $170,000 
Westford Academy wastewater treatment plant tank replacement, including costs incidental 
and related thereto 

$266,210 From Undesignated Fund Balance to the Community Housing Reserve.  This allocation 
more than funds the required 10% for Community Housing 

Community Housing Reserve 

$190,000 From Undesignated Fund Balance for the Conservation Trust Fund for future open space 
land purchases and any other related costs 

Westford Conservation  
Commission 

$20,000 From Undesignated Fund Balance for the Forge Pond channel improvements project and 
any other related costs Westford Healthy Lakes and 

Ponds Collaborative 

$37,294 From Undesignated Fund Balance for the OôBrien Farm public footbridge and any other 
related costs 

Westford Conservation  
Commission 

$594,000 From Undesignated Fund Balance for the design, construction, and installation of a play-
ground at the Colonel John Robinson School and any other related costs 

Westford Public Schools 

$105,000 From Historic Resources Fund Balance for the Westford Museum window restoration pro-
ject located at 4 Boston Road and any other related costs 

Westford Historical  
Commission 

DEPARTMENT AMOUNT PURPOSE 

Stormwater Enterprise $45,000 Vehicle, purchase and equip 
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Article 11 appropriates the proceeds due to the town through M.G.L. Chapter 90. 
 
Article 12 authorizes the transfer of $29,511 from the Water Enterprise Other Post Employment Stabilization Fund to 
the Water Enterprise Expenses to pay for Fiscal Year 2022 retiree benefits. 
 
Article 13 authorizes the Select Board to accept easements for sidewalk, drainage, or other utility purposes. 
 
Article 14 amends the townôs vote under Article 16 of the 2020 Annual Town Meeting by adding three alternate  
members to the Affordable Housing Trust. 
 
Article 15 is a citizensô petition which calls upon the United States Congress to pass and send to the States for  
ratification an amendment to the Constitution of the United States that would firmly establish two principles: 1) Only 
human beings, not artificial entities such as corporations, are entitled to the rights and privileges guaranteed by the 
Constitution of the United States, and 2) election spending is not free speech guaranteed by the First Amendment, and 
is therefore subject to regulation by federal and state governments. 
 
Article 16 is a citizensô petition which authorizes the Select Board to petition the General Court for one additional  
Alcohol Beverages Retail License to be exercised by Feng You, Inc., 175 Littleton Road. 
 
Article 17 is a citizensô petition which restricts motorboats on Keyes Pond. 
 
Article 18 amends the General and Zoning Bylaws to reflect inclusive language (2/3 majority vote). 
 
Article 19 establishes a municipal charges lien pursuant to General Laws Chapter 40, Section 58 for unpaid  
stormwater utility fees assessed by the Town pursuant to Chapter 94 of the Town of Westford General Bylaws. 
 
Article 20 amends the Zoning Bylaw to permit Home Occupations by right in the Residence A and B Zoning Districts. 
 
Article 21 amends Zoning Bylaw Section 10.2, Appendix A and B to allow restaurant drive-through facilities in certain 
zoning districts by Special Permit from the Planning Board. The Planning Board is seeking feedback from residents 
relative to this article. You may complete the survey by visiting the following link: Drive-Through Restaurant Survey. 
 
Article 22 amends Zoning Bylaw Section 9.5.1 to not allow a proposed Zoning Bylaw change to return to Town  
Meeting for two years after an unfavorable vote (2/3 majority vote). 
 
Article 23 amends Zoning Bylaw to expand the Board of Assessorsô Zoning Overlay District Map for Senior Residential 
Multifamily Overlay Districts. 
 

At the boardôs meeting on May 11th, the Select Board approved releasing a RFP for the disposition of 63 Main Street 
with the condition the residence must remain as a single-family residence with an Historic Preservation Restriction. The 
HPR will protect the fa­ade and the appearance of the entire exterior of the building. The property was subdivided from 
a larger lot and an approval not required (ANR) lot was created. The rear section of the lot will be retained by the town 
with possible future plans to provide overflow parking for Town Hall. The board set a minimum purchase price  
requirement of $322,400. The RFP was released on May 12, 2021, a pre-proposal meeting will be held on May 26, 
2021, and proposals are due on June 11, 2021 at 11:00 AM. Proposal documents may be viewed online by visiting the 
following link: Bid Postings. 
 

The Select Board approved supporting the Friends of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trailôs request to add outdoor art to the 
trail in accordance with the plans approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission. Midway through the time period 
of the art display, the Select Board will review the display, hear any abutter concerns and discuss a process for  
abutters to be notified of future changes related to the trail. To review the plans, please visit the following link: Friends 
of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Outdoor Art Presentation. 
 
Resident Mark Minnucci has requested to appear before the Select Board to share his 2021 Westford Anti-Litter  
Challenge, which since its creation, 64 volunteers have collected 4,100 pieces of litter using a phone app called  
Litterati. Stay tuned to hear more at an upcoming Select Board meeting. 
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I am pleased to announce that we were recently awarded the following grants: 

¶ Public Health Excellence for Shared Services Grant for additional resources to strengthen the local public health 
system to align with the recommendations of the Special Commission on Local and Regional Public Health in an 
annualized amount of $295,872 

¶ FY 2021 Regional Pilot Project Grant Program to promote regional recovery from the economic impacts of  
COVID-19 in the amount of $150,000 

¶ Massachusetts Electric Vehicle Incentive Public Access Charging Program for 12 vehicle charging stations in the 
amount of $91,335 

¶ National Grid EV Charging Infrastructure Program for 12 electric vehicle charging stations at the Abbot  
Elementary School, Westford Academy, Police Station and Town Hall in the amount of $144,000 

¶ Firefighter Safety Equipment Grant Program funding in the amount of $15,000 

¶ FEMA Public Assistance Grant Program for supplies purchased and services provided in response to the  
COVID-19 pandemic 

 

Our Cameron Senior Center is offering transportation for Westford residents to Lowell General Hospitalôs Covid-19 
vaccination site. Appointments are required and are scheduled on a first come first served basis. To schedule, please 
call (978) 692-5523.  
 

For important information on COVID-19, including resident services, the latest town department information, CDC  
guidance, testing sites in Massachusetts, daily updates, and more, please visit our townôs website at westfordma.gov/
COVID-19. 
 

Thank you to the Town Clerkôs Office for holding a successful Town Election on May 4th and congratulations to the 
newly elected and re-elected officials. To view the official election results, you may click the following link: Annual Town 
Election Official Results. 
 

The Select Board and I thanked Mark Kost for his 14 years of service to the town on various boards and committees at 
his last meeting serving on the Select Board on April 27th.  
 

I am happy to welcome our newest town employees, Principal Assessor Will Naser, Assistant Town Planner Sierra 
Pelletier, and Heavy Equipment Operator Richard Savary! 
 

There are several openings on our local boards and committees, including: 35 Town Farm Road Task Force,  
Agricultural Commission, Commission on Disability, Communications Advisory Committee, Council on Aging, Cultural 
Council, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, Dog Park Task Force, Economic Development Committee,  
Election Officer, Finance Committee, Healthy Westford Committee, Historical Commission, Nashoba Valley Technical 
High School District Committee, Parkerville Schoolhouse Committee, Parks, Grounds and Recreation Commission, 
Pedestrian Safety Committee, Westford Scholarship and Grant Committee, and Zoning Board of Appeals. I urge you to 
peruse our website for information about the work of these committees; and if you have interest, please complete a 
Citizenôs Activity form at this link: Citizen Activity Form. 
 

Would you like more detailed information on the Board of Selectmenôs meetings? Click the following links to access: 
Board of Selectmen Documents & Board of Selectmen Meeting Videos. 
 

I hope to see you at Town Meeting! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Jodi Ross 
Town Manager 
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Westford Climate Action 

www.westfordclimateaction.org 

Free Solar Energy Webinar to be 
held Saturday, May 22, 3 p.m. 
 

Westford Climate Action is offering a free  
solar energy webinar via Zoom. Join this free 
webinar and find out how cheap, easy and 
fast solar installation can be!  
 
Plus: How to lower your energy bill. What rebates and no-interest loans are available. How 
to get paid for excess generated power with the SMART Program. Hear 3 Westford  
residents share their experiences of different ways to take advantage of solar power. We 
will review these and other solar options and have a Q&A afterwards with local solar  
installers and businesses.  Register at WestfordClimateAction.org/Events 

http://www.westfordma.gov
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Clean Energy and Sustainability Committee Conducting Greenhouse Gas Inventory 

www.westfordclimateaction.org 

The Clean Energy and Sustainability Committee (CEAS) continues the development of the 
Road Map to Net Zero Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions. The Road Map starts with a 
GHG Inventory which is an important part of developing a data-informed climate action 
plan. The inventory will help identify the major sources of greenhouse gas emissions within 
Westford and will allow us to prioritize policies and programs for reducing emissions. By 
consistently updating and analyzing our GHG inventory, we can measure our progress and 
emissions reductions over time. Gathering this necessary information is an important step 
in the net zero planning process. 
 
All GHG emissions that contribute to Westfordôs carbon footprint will be categorized into 
three sectors: Stationary Energy, Transportation, 
and Waste. The inventory will include Westfordôs 
emissions from homes, businesses, and industries; 
municipal operations; large energy production facili-
ties; passenger and commercial vehicles; public 
transportation;  
natural gas leaks; electricity line losses; municipal 
solid waste; and wastewater. 
The GHG Inventory will allow CEAS to prioritize ac-
tions in our Road Map to Net Zero.  
We will be presenting the data to the community as it is available.  
Learn more about Westfordôs Road Map here. 

Department of Public Works 

Street Sweeping Assist 

Millennium Maintenance & Power Sweeping will be in 
Westford for the next several weeks to assist the town 
with sweeping all 152 miles of town owned 
streets.  Street sweeping is just one of the many  
requirements of the townôs MS4 stormwater permit  
issued by the EPA.  Sweeping not only makes streets 
look cleaner but also helps protect the environment by 
preventing litter, sediment, and other harmful pollutants 
from entering our local waterbodies and ultimately our 
drinking water supply.  The street sweeping work is  
being funded using recently adopted stormwater  
management utility fees.  

http://www.westfordma.gov
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After School with Westford Partnership for Children 
Parks & Rec's Westford Partnership for Children After School Enrichment  
Program (WPC), will be running through June 18, Monday - Friday,  
from school dismissal to 5:45 p.m. 
 

The program is available to all of Westfordôs K-5 students and will  
operate at the following schools:  Crisafulli, Robinson, and Nabnasset.  
Miller School children may attend either the Nabnasset or Robinson  
Schools. Abbot and Day children may attend the Crisafulli School.  
Families of children attending Miller, Abbot, and Day schools will be  
responsible for arranging transportation to the after school program.  
 

Learn more or register at About WPC on  
 

Summer All Week, Every Week, 
with Parks & Recreation 
Our Summer Weekly Program activities are designed for  
each programôs mission and age group. Led by the WPC Site Direc-
tors, these lively, full-week programs are staffed with energetic coun-
selors ï high school and college aged ï  
who are First Aid and CPR certified. 
 

Choose up to ten weeks of full day and full week  
programming with early arrival, and extended day options: 
 

Summer Beach Party at  
Destination Exploration, EBC  

 ï just when you need it! For ages 4-13. 
 

Kids Club at the Nabnasset School 
Fast-paced, fun-filled activities in a perfect summer setting,   
both inside and outside. Swim lesson options! For ages 4-13. 
 

Destination Exploration (D.E.)   
Classic summertime activities in a classic summertime  
setting at East Boston Camps (EBC). For ages 7-13. 
 

 

Heading your Way 
Parks & Recreation programming for squirts, youth, and adults  
will be running throughout the spring and summer, including:  
 

NEW Beach Yoga at Forge Pond   
Starting this June. 
 

Golf with Seth Dichard, for Squirts, Juniors, and Adults   
New sessions starting in June. 
 

Marcus Lewis Tennis Extension Programs (MLTEP), for all levels   
New sessions starting in June. 
 

Swimming Instruction at Edwards Beach, for all levels   
Starting this June. 
 

Learn more or register at Programs on westfordrec.com. 
 

Learn more about Westford Parks & Recreation at westfordma.gov. For recreation programming ,  
visit westfordrec.com. Westford Parks & Recreation, 65 Main Street, Westford, MA 01886  | 978-692-5532 
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Westford Parks & Recreation  

 

�>�}�š�•���}�(�����Æ���]�š���u���v�š�����š 
�<�]���•�����o�µ���U���E�����v���•�•���š���^���Z�}�}�o 

���v�i�}�Ç�]�v�P�������v���Á���(�Œ�]���v�������š�� 
�����•�Ÿ�v���Ÿ�}�v�����Æ�‰�o�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v�U��������  

�&�}���µ�•�]�v�P���}�v�����}�o�}�Œ�•�� 
���š���š�Z�����Z�}���]�v�•�}�v���^���Z�}�}�o 

���Z�����l���}�µ�š�����W���Œ�l�•���˜���Z�������‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�•���•�š���Œ�Ÿ�v�P���]�v���:�µ�o�Ç�U�� 
�o�]�l�����^�‰���������˜�����P�]�o�]�š�Ç���Á�]�š�Z�����:�����Œ�}���l�U���&�o���P���&�}�}�š�����o�o�U�� 

�� 
���v�����E�]�š���Z���Á�l�•���^�µ�u�u���Œ���d�Œ�����l�����v�����&�]���o���X 

https://westfordrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=29281
https://westfordrec.com/info/default.aspx
https://westfordrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=29224
https://westfordrec.com/info/default.aspx
https://westfordrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?type=activities
https://westfordrec.com/info/default.aspx
https://www.westfordma.gov/268/Parks-Recreation-Department
https://westfordrec.com/info/default.aspx
http://www.westfordma.gov

